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Mystf/rious. adj. ['myjlerieux, French, from myftery.] 

1. Inacceffible to the underftanding ; awfully obfcure. 

God at laft 

To Satan, firft in fin, his doom apply’d, 

Though in myfterious terms. Milton's Par. Loft. b. x. 

Then the true Son of knowledge firft appear’d, 

And the old dark myfterious clouds were clear’d. Denham. 

2. Artfully perplexed. 

. Thofe princes who were moft diftinguifhed for their myfte- 
rious fkill in government, found, by the event, that they had 
ill confulted their own quiet, or the happinefs of their people. 

Swift's Thoughts on the State of Affairs. 

Mysteriously, adv. [from myfterious .] 

1. In a manner above underftanding. 

2. Obfcurely; enigmatically. 

Our duty of preparation contained in this qne word, try 
or examine, being after the manner of myfteries, myjierioufly 
and fecretly defcribed, t;here is reafon to believe that there is 
in it very much duty. Taylor s Worthy Communicant. 

Each ftair myfterioufly was meant. Milton. 

MysteRiousness. n.f [from myfterious.'] 

1. Holy obfcurity. 

My purpofe is, to gather together into an union all thofe 
feveral portions of truth, and differing apprehenfions of my- 
Jierioufnefs. Taylor's Worthy Communicant .. 

2. Artful difficulty or perplexity. 

To My'sterize. v. a. [from myftery.] To explain as enigmas. 
Myfterizing their enfigns, they make the particular ones of 
the twelve tribes accommodable unto the twelve figns of the 
zodiack. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. v. 

MY'STERY. n. f [pvrripiov ; myftere, Fr.] 

1. Something above human intelligence; fomething awfully 
obfcure. 

They can judge as fitly of his worth. 

As I can of thofe myfteries which heav’n 
Will not have earth to know. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus^ 

Upon holy days, let the matter of your meditations be ac¬ 
cording to the myftery of the day; and to your ordinary de¬ 
votions of every day, add the prayer which is fitted to the 
myftery. Taylor. 

If God ftiould pleafe to reveal unto us this great myftery of 
the trinity, or fome other myfteries in our holy religion, we 
fhould not be ableto underftand them, unlefs he would be- 
ftow on us fome new faculties of the mind. Swift's Serm. 

2. An enigma ; any thing artfully made difficult. 

To thy great comfort in this myftery of ill opinions, here’s 
the twin brother of thy letter. Shah. Mer. Wives of Windfor. 

Important truths ftill let your fables hold, 

And moral myfteries with art unfold. Granville. 

3. A trade ; a calling : in this fenfe it fhould, according to 
Warburton , be written miftery, from meftiero, French, a trade. 

And that which is the noblelt myfterie. 

Brings to reproach and common infamy. Hubberd's Tala 


wart. 


Inftrudlion, manners, myfteries and trades 
Degrees, obfervances, cuftoms and laws, * 

* /r t ^ ec ^ ne to y° ur confounding contraries. ShalcL 
My stical. 1 r n . _ waeejp , 

My'stick. \ ad J' L m dft^us, Latin.] 

1. Sacredly obfcure. 

Let God himfelf that made me, let not man that 
helven nfelf ’ be my inlirua ° r concerning the myfihal Way to 

From falvation all flefh being excluded this wa^Godhtl, - 
revealed a way myjiical and fupernatural. Hooke* i 

2. Involving fome fecret meaning; emblematical. * * U 

Ye fi ve other wand’ring fires ! that move 
In myftick dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs call’d up light. 

It is Chrift’s body in the facrament and out of it j but in 
the facrament not the natural truth, but the fpiritual and my- 

... , . , J a y l fs Worthy Communicant. 

It is plain from the Apocalypfe, that myjiical Babylon is to 
be confumed by fire. Burnet's Theory of the Earth 

3. Obfcure; fecret. 

Left new fears difturb the happy ftate, 

Know, I have fearch’d the ?nyftick rolls of fate. Dryden 

My'stically. adv. [from myjiical.] In a manner, or by an 
acft, implying fome fecret meaning. 

Thefe two in thy facred bofom hold, 

Till myftically join’d but one they be. Bonne. 

Mystic alness. n.f [from myjiical.] Involution of fome fe¬ 
cret meaning. 

Mythological, adj. [from mythology.] Relating to the ex¬ 
plication of fabulous hiftory. 

The original of the conceit was probably hieroglyphicaL, 
which after became mythological, and by tradition Hole into a 
total verity, which was but partially true in its covert fenfe 
and morality. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

MytholoGically. adv. [from mythological.] In a manner 
fuitable to the fyftem of fables. 

MythoLogist. n. f. [from mythology. ] A relator or expositor 
of the ancient fables of the heathens. 

The grammarians and mythologifts feem to be altogether 
unacquainted with his writings. Creech. 

It was a celebrated problem among apcient mythologijls , 
What was the ftrongeft thing, what the wifeft, and what the 
greateft ? Norris's Mifceh 

To Mytho-logize. v.n. [from mythology.] To relate or ex¬ 
plain the fabulous hiftory of the heathens. 

Mythology, n . f [ju,u3^ and Xoy ^ ; mythologie , French.] 
Syftem of fables; explication of the fabulous hiftory of the 
gods of the heathen world. 

The modefty of mythology deferves to be commended: the 
fcenes there are laid at a diftance; it is once upon a time, in 
the days of yore, and in the land of Utopia. Btntkp 
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A femivowel,has in Englifh an invariable found; 
as, no, name, net; it is fometimes after fn al- 
moft loft ; as, condemn, contemn. 

To Nab. v. a. [nappa , Swedifh.] 

“ To catch unexpectedly; to feize without 
warning. A word feldom ufed but in low language. 
NADIR, n.f. [Arabick.J The point under foot directly op- 
pofite to the zenith. 

As far as four bright’figns comprize. 

The diftant zenith from the nadir lies. Creech. 

Naff. n. f. A kind of tufted fea-bird. 

Nag. n.J. [nagge, Dutch.] 

1. A fmall horfe. A horfe in familiar language. 

A hungry lion would fain have been dealing with good 
horfe-flefh ; but the nag would be too fleet. ^ L'lift range. 
Thy nags, 'the leaneft things alive. 

So very hard thou lov’ft to drive. Prior. 

2. A paramour; in contempt. 

Your ribauld nag of Egypt 

M4TT HoiftS / a r S ’ al ? d o ieS - Shakefpeare's Ant. and Cleopatra. 

MAIL. n.f. [ncegl, Saxon; nagel, German.] 

j. The hard cruft or horny fubftance at the ends of the fin-ers 
and toes. & 

Mynads can reach unto thine eyes. Shakefpeare. 

I he meaneft fculptor in th’ AEmilian fquare, 

Can imitate in brafs, the nails and hair • 

Expert in trifles. ’ p , 

The mils of our fingers give ftrength to thofe parts m tie 

ne^nd^on Jr/ epUt n S ^ dcfend "^numerous 
nerves and tendons that are under them. j? av 

2. The talons of birds and beafts. y ' 

3. A fpike of metal by which things are fattened together. 

As one na,l by flrength drives out another: ° 
bo the remembrance of my former love 
Is by a newer objeft foon forgotten CA.z a 

not foVthettn 0 ' tlm^t’ 

borrow iron for fpikes or nails, ,0 fatten them Jefo"? “* 

Z3rd t0 wafts’in a ^ 

Browns Vulgar Errours, b. ii. r . ? 
A beechen pail 6 

Hung by the handle, on a driven nail. Dr , 

An equivocal word ufed for the nail of th, h 1 Drydcn ' 

and for an iron nail to faften any thin* H h d ° T J? 0t ' 
4- A Stud; a bofs. } Watts. 

t. On ki foe 0 L“ ea R rei Hl WO inCheS and 3 tt uart| tr. 

T t' 

i °tV a V ’ \ [from the noun -] 

I. 1 O faften With nails. J 

To the crofs he to* thv enemies 
The aw that is againft thee, and the fi ns 

sX rs Kffik. ft*. 

In golden armour glorious to behold 
Nauer. Tj [from™ One wS ?? ? °' d ' 

NAVp^ aker - Unewhofe trade.s to forge na,h ; 

I Want'" a< r’ |nacoi5 > Saxon.J 

YlTr Cl °J‘ ths ’ nncovered j bare. 


Swift's Poems . 


Muft fuffer change; 

As father of his family, he clad v 

Their nakednefs with Heins of beHIs. Milton, P ; Loft{ 

Ungrateful men. 

Behold my bofom naked to your fwords, 

And let the man that’s injur’d ftrike the blow. Addifon* 

2. Unarmed ; defencelefs; unprovided. • 

Had I but ferv’d my God with half the zeal 
I ferv’d my king, he would not in mine ao- e 
Have left we naked to mine enemies. Shake/. Henry VIII 

3. Plain ; evident; not hidden; 7 

The truth appears fo naked bn thy fide, 

That any purblind eye may find it out. Shake/. Hen VI 
4 'ftraaed ^ wantin & t(le "eCefTaijr additions } iiniple; ab- 

1 r hat God / . doth require, hothing unto happihelS at the 
hands of men. faving only a naked belief, for hope and cha¬ 
rity we may not exclude; but that without belief all other 

things are as nothing, and it is the ground of thofe other di- 
vine virtues. ir . 

Na'icedly. adv. ****"* k P' 37- 

1. 'Without covering. 

2. Simply; merely 7 barely; in the ahttraft: 

Though feveral fingle letters nakedly confidefeiij are found 
to be articulations only of fpirit or breath, and not of breath 
localized ; yet there is that property in all letters of aDtnefs 
to be conjoined in fyilables. K n ,, 5 

3. Difcoverably; evidently. Holder • 

So blinds the fliarpeft counfels of the wife 
l his overfhadowiiig Providence on hisrh 
And dazzleth all their cleareft fitthted’eveS- 

That they lee not how nakedly they he. Vanik Civil IV 
Nakedness, n.f. [from naked. 1 uamelUoU War. 

1 . Nudity; Want of covering. 

And ,-,i My r face J 1 ’ 11 grime with filth ; 

And With preiented nakednefs out-face 

NoThe 8 ^ p : r ut"d“hf-n . sha - k - L ^ 

Of beads ; but inward Vatde/ffff^ 

Opprobrious 1 with his robe of righteoufnefs 
Arraying, cover’d from his father’s fob 
I entreat my gentle readers to fow a “,i • . 

and not to imitate the nakednefs but tT - H tl!CKerS a § ain ’ 

mother Eve. y 5 /■'§ mnoc ence of their* 

Thou to be ttrorig muft put ^ 10 °* 

Thy only armour is thv nakelrefs ° s 

2. Want Of provifion for drfericei f AvV, 

' Shake/ 

NA^ h rr“ e ’ Whidcalh “^?r 2#T " 

i The d'^‘ [ mma > Saxon , na m Du-ch Hu ^‘ 

1 ‘ I he dhcriminative annoll-f* . J ‘ Cal > an ^m, Erfe 7 

^ W hat is thy TO^ at '° n ° r 3,1 ' nd - idua l- J 

Thou h be afraid to hear it; 

T-? ’ t tt ou gh thou call'ft thvfelf i bn.- 
Than any is i n hell ^ * * no^er dame 

My name's Macbeth. , 

/i ** “• - **—'tttsXStti 

-pi, 7 ° W " lee Sy name. Gen: xxvi. 18 

‘ WHt ’/- WhiCh kb,d °r fpecies is di/*’ X “ iU ’ 1 7- 
v bat s in a name S That wl, • d| ftmguifo c d. 

?/ an > ot her name would A We ca " a rofe, 

SK 

W T R ,ia with women each ded • 

Who dares not hazard fife l 7^ en 
4 - Reputation; character ^ fUtUre fa ">e- Dryden. 
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